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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This communication is responsive to amendment filed 04/26/2007 to the original 
application filed 10/23/2003. This action is made FinaL 

A. Claims 1-30 are pending in the application. 

B. Claims 1,13 and 23 were amended. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another Hied in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3, Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lennon et al. (US Pub 2004/0015783), hereinafter "Lennon". 



The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior 
arts of record in the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representation of the teachings in the art 
and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other 
passages and figures may apply as well. The Applicant should consider the 
entire prior art as applicable as to the limitations of the claims. It is 
respectfully requested from the Applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior 
arts or disclosed by the Examiner, 
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As claim 1 (Current Amended), Lennon teaches a tangible computer readable 
storage media having encoded thereon a data structure (par [0121] and [0855]) 
representing a visual style, capable of being read and applied by a computer (fig. 1, label 
100; par [0108]; fig. 11; par [0118]) to one or more object instances of a lookless user 
interface element for rendering the user interface element according to the visual style 
(par [0144], lines 15-21; par [0591], lines 22-24) the data structure comprising: 
a visual tree comprising a hierarchy of one or more sub-elements of the user interface 
element to be used by user interface services for composing and rendering the user 
interface element (fig. 1; par [01 12], lines 1-6; par [0145]); 

and one or more bindings between visual properties of the user interface element and 
corresponding properties of its sub-elements (par [0145], lines 12-24; [0284]), wherein 
the sub-elements consume values associated with bound properties of the user interface 
element for rendering the user interface element according to the visual style (par 
[0144], lines 15-21), and changing the value associated with a bound property effects a 
change in the visual appearance of the consuming sub-element (fig. 10A-10C; par 
[0143]; par [0191], that by adding the data components changes the visual appearance 
of the sub-elements). 

As claim 2, Lennon further teaches each of the one or more bindings are 
between a single visual property of a user interface element to a single corresponding 
visual property of a sub-element (par [0145], lines 12-24; par [0284]; par [0144], lines 15- 
21). 



Application/Control Number: 10/692,924 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2179 

As claim 3, Lennon further teaches each of the bindings are expressed in a 
declarative statement (par [0158], that bindings refers to the process of representing the 
information in an XIVIL and XML processing is driving by a declarative statements). 

As claim 4, Lennon further teaches the declarative statement comprises a target 
property associated with the Ul element and a source property associated with a 
corresponding one of the sub-elements (par [0134]). 

As claim 5, Lennon further teaches a syntax for the declarative statement 
indicative of the binding comprises SourceProperty="*Alias (Target=Property)" (par 
[0224]; par [0144], lines 15-21; par [0145], lines 12-24; par [0284]. 

As claim 6, Lennon further teaches the data structure further comprises one or 
more visual properties of the user interface element with values corresponding to one or 
more named resources (Abstract, lines 19-26, par [0145], lines 12-24; [0284]; par 
[0591]). 

As claim 7, Lennon further teaches the one or more of the named resources is a 
named style (par [0134]). 

As claim 8, Lennon further teaches the data structure further comprises at least 
one visual property of at least one of the sub-elements with values corresponding to one 
or more named resources (Abstract, lines 19-26; par [0145], lines 12-24; par [0284]; par 
[0591]). 
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As claim 9, Lennon further teaches one or more of the named resources is a 
named style (par [0134]). 

As claim 10, Lennon further teaches a command instruction for driving changes 
in the visual aspects of the user interface element (par [0158], that bindings refers to the 
process of representing the information (e.g., commands) in an XML and XML 
processing is driving by a declarative statements) via changes to the functional aspects 
of the sub-elements (par [0239]). 

As claim 11, Lennon further teaches the command instruction is associated with 
an indicator that is indicative of one or more of the changes to functional aspects of the 
sub-elements (par [0158], that bindings refers to the process of representing the 
information (e.g.. commands) in an XML and XML processing is driving by a declarative 
statements) that may be caused by user interaction (par [0239]). 

As claim 12, Lennon further teaches a command instruction for causing a 
change in the visual properties of the Ul element (par [0158], that bindings refers to the 
process of representing the information (e.g., commands) in an XML and XML 
processing is driving by a declarative statements) due to an event causing a change in 
the functional aspects of one of the sub-elements (par [0239]). 

As claim 13 (Current Amended), Lennon teaches in a computer system 
operating according to an operating system comprising a user interface service (par 
[0121]; par [0855]), a method of applying a visual style for rendering a user interface 



Application/Control Number: 10/692,924 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2179 

element on a display according to the visual style (par [0144], lines 15-21; par [0591], 
lines 22-24), the method comprising: 

determining which one of one or more visual styles related to a type of the user interface 
element is to be applied to the user interface (par [0253]; par [0255]); 
retrieving one or more style documents describing the determined visual style ([0148]); 
wherein the one or more style documents comprise a description of a visual tree 
including one or more sub-elements of the user interface element (par [0159]; par 
[0144], lines 15-21; par [0591], lines 22-24); 

and using the visual tree description to generate instances of the sub-elements of the 
user interface element (fig. 1; par [0112], lines 1-6; par [0145], lines 12-28) and 
selectively binding visual properties of the sub-elements (par [0145], lines 12-24; par 
[0284]) to consume corresponding properties of the user interface element for rendering 
the user interface element according to the determined visual style (par [0144], lines 15- 
21), where each bound visual property has an associated value which is used to set the 
visual appearance of the consuming sub-element of the user interface element (fig, 1 0A- 
IOC; par [0143]; par [0191], that by adding the data components changes the visual 
appearance of the sub-elements). 

As claim 14, Lennon further teaches determining which one of the one or more 
styles to apply is based on a type of the user interface element (par [0591]). 

As claim 15, Lennon further teaches determining which one of the one or more 
styles to apply is based on a name related to a visual style assigned by name to the user 
interface element (par [0591]). 
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As claim 16, Lennon further teaches determining which one of the one or more 
styles to apply results in a default style being applied (par [0591]). 

As claim 17, Lennon further teaches parsing the one or more style documents 
related to the determined visual style for named resources corresponding to visual style 
properties (par [0244]; par [0253]) for rendering the user interface according to visual 
property values specified by the named resources (par [0591]). 

As claim 18, Lennon further teaches the named resources are defined in a 
document independent of the one or more style documents related to the visual style 
(par [0591]). 

As claim 19, Lennon further teaches one or more of the named resources is a 
named style (par [0134]) associated with another one of a type of user interface element. 

As claim'20, Lennon further teaches using command instructions included in 
the one or more style documents for driving changes in properties of the user interface 
element (par [0158], that bindings refers to the process of representing the information 
(e.g., commands) in an XML and XML processing is driving by a declarative statements). 

As claim 21, Lennon further. teaches the command instructions are executed 
upon a change in functional aspects of the one or more sub-elements of the user 
interface element (par [0239], that by modifying or applying changes the user may 
update the existing data view and inherently change the functional aspects to 
include invoking commands). 



Application/Control Number: 10/692,924 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2179 

As claim 22, Lennon further teaches the properties to be changed are consumed 
by another one of the sub-elements according to a binding indicated in the determined 
visual style document (par [0144], lines 15-21). 

As claim 23(Current Amended), Lennon teaches in a computer system having 
an operating system platform (par [0121]), a user interface framework system for 
rendering a user interface element composed of sub-elements according to a visual style 
defined for the user interface element type (par [0144], lines 15-21; par [0145], lines 12- 
24; par [0591], lines 22-24; par [0284]), the system comprising: 
a lookless definition of the user interface element (par [0591], lines 22-24); 
a style library for holding one or more visual style documents to be selectively applied to 
the lookless user interface element for rendering the initially lookless user interface 
element (par [0591]); 

a style engine for resolving which of the one or more visual style documents is selected 
to be applied to the user interface element (par [0785]); 

and a user interface element factory (fig. 1; par [0112], lines 1-6; par [0145], lines 12-28) 
for creating instances of sub-elements for composing the user interface element 
according to the selected visual style document for rendering (par [0144], lines 15-21), 
where each sub-element consumes a value in the selected visual style document which 
determines the visual appearance of the consuming sub-element of the user interface 
element (fig. 1 0A-IOC; par [0143]; par [0191], that by adding the data components 
changes the visual appearance of the sub-elements). 

As claim 24, Lennon further teaches the user interface element factory 
instantiates sub-elements according to the selected visual style comprising a description 
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of a visual tree of the sub-elements used for composing the user interface element 
document (fig. 1; par [0112], lines 1-6; par [0145], lines 12-28); 

As claim 25, Lennon further teaches the selected visual style document 
comprises bindings between the user interface element and its sub-elements (par 
[0145], lines 12-24; [0264]) and the user interface framework system is operative for 
exposing selected visual properties of the sub-elements as visual properties of the user 
interface element itself according to the bindings (par [0144], lines 15-21; par [0145], 
lines 12-24; par [0591], lines 22-24; par [0284]). 

As claim 26, Lennon further teaches operating for enabling the sub-elements to 
consume values of their visual properties correspondingly associated with the visual 
properties of the user interface element according to the bindings (par [0144], lines 15- 
21; par [0145], lines 12-24; par [0284]). 

As claim 27, Lennon further teaches the selected visual style document 
comprises at least one specification of one or more visual properties having values 
corresponding to one or more named resources (par [0145], lines 12-24; [0284]) and the 
user interface framework system is operable for rendering the user interface element 
according to the specification (par [0144], lines 15-21; par [0145], lines 12-24; par 
[0591], lines 22-24; par [0284]). 

As claim 28, Lennon further teaches one or more named resource is a named 
style (par [0134]). 
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As claim 29, Lennon further teaches one or more named resources are defined 
independently of the selected visual style document (par [0145]). 

As claim 30, Lennon further teaches the selected visual style document 
comprises one or more command instructions (par [0158], that bindings refers to the 
process of representing the information (e.g., commands) in an XML and XML 
processing is driving by a declarative statements) and the user interface framework 
system is operable for causing changes in properties of the user interface element (par 
[0144], lines 15-21; par [0145], lines 12-24; par [0591], lines 22-24; par [0284]) according 
to changes in functional aspects of the sub-elements as indicated by the command 
instructions (par [0239], that by modifying or applying changes the user may update the 
existing data view and inherently change the functional aspects). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 04/26/2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Therefore, rejected to claims 1-30 is maintained. 

a. Applicant argues that Lennon fails to teach or disclose at least on 
element in "where each bound visual property has an associated value which is 
used to set the visual appearance of the consuming sub-element of the user 
interface element" and "where each sub-element consumes a value in the 
selected visual style document which determines the visual appearance of the 
consuming sub-element of the user interface element". 
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In response, Examiner respectfully submits and is not persuaded. 
Lennon directly teaches and further know by one skilled in the art "where each 
bound visual property has an associated value which is used to set the visual 
appearance of the consuming sub-element of the user interface element (fig. 
1 0A-IOC; par [0143]; par [0191], that by adding the data components changes 
the visual appearance of the sub-elements)" and "where each sub-element 
consumes a value in the selected visual style document which determines the 
visual appearance of the consuming sub-element of the user interface element 
(fig. 1 0A-IOC; par [0143]; par [0191], that by adding the data components 
changes the visual appearance of the sub-elements)". Lennon further teaches 
that the sub-elements consume the visual appearance of the user interface. 
Therefore claims 1,13 and 23 and their dependent claims are not allowable over 
Lennon. 

b. Applicant argues that Lennon fails to teach or disclose "the structure of 
data sources and their corresponding representation in the schema view". 

In response, Examiner respectfully submits and is not persuaded. 
Lennon further teaches the structure of data sources and their corresponding 
representation in the schema view (fig. 1, label 120; par [0142]-[0143]), which 
directly shows the relationship of data sources in a schema view. It is further 
known by one skilled in the art the data sources are needed to provide a schema 
view as depicted in this application. 
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Conclusion 



5, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). A shortened statutory period for reply to this 
final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the 
event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final acfion 
and the advisory acfion is not mailed unfil after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory acfion is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the 
statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi*om the mailing date of this 
final acfion. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy Osberg whose telephone number is 571-270-1258. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571 -272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organizafion where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Informafion regarding the status of an application may be obtained fi'om the 
Patent Applicafion Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applicafions may be obtained fi-om either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
informafion for unpublished applicafions is available through Private PAIR only. For 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (FN USA OR CANADA) or 571-^2-1000. 

TTO 
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